Week 8 | July éth, 2026 Romans 11:25-36

Romans 9-11 God’s Promises to Israel

A Bible Study by Deanna Grabill Fulfiled in the Gospel

Romans 11:25-36
25For | do not want you, brothers, to be uninformed of this

mystery—so that you will not be wise in your own estimation—that
a partial hardening has happened to Israel until the fullness of the
Gentiles has come in;

26 and so all Israel will be saved; just as it is written, “THE DELIVERER
WILL COME FROM ZION, HE WILL REMOVE UNGODLINESS FROM JACOB."

27 “ AND THIS IS MY COVENANT WITH THEM, WHEN | TAKE AWAY THEIR SINS. "
28 From the standpoint of the gospel they are enemies for your
sake, but from the standpoint of God’s choice they are beloved
for the sake of the fathers;

29 for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable.

30 For just as you once were disobedient to God, but now have
been shown mercy because of their disobedience,

31 so these also now have been disobedient, that because of the
mercy shown to you they also may now be shown mercy.

32 For God has shut up all in disobedience so that He may show
mercy to all.

33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of
God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His

ways!

34 For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, OR WHO BECAME HIS
COUNSELOR?

35Or WHO HAS FIRST GIVEN TO HIM THAT IT MIGHT BE REPAID TO HIM?

God’s Promises to Israel
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Theme

Romans 11:25-36 discusses the
sovereign mystery of God's
mercy in saving both Israel
and the Gentiles as Paul
explains that Israel's temporary
hardening serves to bring in
the Gentiles before God fulfills
His covenant with Israel. By
allowing all people to disobey,
God emphasizes that salvation
is a giftf of mercy. The passage
ends with praise for God's
incomprehensible wisdom.

Memory Verse

Rom 11:36 - For from Him and
through Him and to Him are all
things. To Him be the glory
forever. Amen.

Theodoret of Cyrus (393-497
AD)

“From Him"” (ex autou): He is
the Source/Creator

“Through Him" (di' autou): He
is the Governor/Sustainer who
continues fo rule (diatelei
kybernon).

“To Him (eis auton): He is the
End/Goal. All things serve His
ultimate purpose.
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36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him
be the glory forever. Amen

The Mystery of Israel’s Salvation

In Romans 11:25-26a, Paul discusses the "mystery" (mystérion) of
Israel's salvation as part of his larger argument about God's plan
for the Jewish people. He explains that Israel’s current hardening
is purposeful, allowing the full number of Gentiles to be saved
before God focuses on Israel again. Paul emphasizes that the
church in Rome should understand this mystery and not be
arrogant. The term "mystery" refers to a hidden aspect of God'’s
plan that is revealed to believers. Israel's partial hardening is
temporary and means they do not recognize Jesus as the Messiah
for a time, lasting until the Gentile believers reach their number.
This situation helps the spread of the Gospel to other nations. The
"tfimes of the Gentiles" started with Nebuchadnezzar and will
continue until the last Gentile accepts Christ. At that time, Paul
asserts that “all Israel will be saved,” suggesting a future national
return to faith rather than individual salvation for every Jewish
person. Global evangelism is key during this period, leading to the
restoration of Israel's faith.

The Deliverer from Zion

In Romans 11:26b-27, Paul states that a deliverer (The Rescuer—
Jesus the Messiah) that will save Israel from sin will come from Zion
and banish ungodliness from "Jacob." Jacob is the name for the
nation that often represents Israel in her struggling and sinful state.
The Messiah will come to transform Jacob, even before Israel is
fully realized, lifting their hardening and renewing their hearts as
promised in Jeremiah 31. Paul quotes Isaiah (59:20-21, 27:9) and
Psalms (14:7, 53:6), reinforcing the idea that the return of the
Deliverer fulfills the OT covenants God made with her. The core of
Paul's argument is deeply rooted in the promise of Zech 13:1;
unlike the ritual washings of the Old Covenant (which were
temporary and external), a fountain will be opened permanently,
representing Christ's atoning blood and the living water of the
Holy Spirit. This future day of renewal for Israel will happen after
the fullness of the Gentiles comes in, and Israel’s sin will be dealt
with finality. God's grace is prepared and is awaiting the right

Key Greek Words

Ayvoéw (agnoeo)
“uninformed” - to be ignorant,
not know, not understand.

pHvoTAPIoV (Mystérion)
“mystery” - a secret which
would remain such but for
revelation, a divine secret
revealed only to those that
God chooses to share the
information with

pvouai (rhyomai) “deliverer” -
to drag out of danger, to
rescue, save, one who
delivers from pain, suffering,
hardship, and death

AMOoTPEP® (apostrepho)
“remove” - to turn from or
away; to remove, to remove
by lifting or taking off

Aayamnrog (agapétos) -
beloved, dear; worthy of love,
prized, dearly loved and
cherished, sometimes
preferred above all others

Xapiopa (charisma) “gift” - @
free gift given as a sign of
beneficent favor, a favor
which one receives without
any merit of one's own

aperapéAntog (ametamelétos)
“irevocable” - not to be
repented of, enduring, not
feeling sorry about

amelfiow (apeitheod)
“disobedient” - to refuse
belief and obedience, to
disbelieve, disobey, reject, to
not allow one’s self to be
persuaded
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time for Israel’'s renewal and cleansing from sin when the nation
"plunges" into the grace already secured at Calvary—the blood
of Christ.

The Irrevocability of God'’s Promises

In 28-32, Paul addresses the tension between Israel’s current
rejection of the Gospel and their abiding status as God’s chosen
people. He gives two perspectives to explain how God views
them simultaneously: from the standpoint of the Gospel, the
majority of the Jews were enemies. They had rejected the Messiah
and opposed the spread of the Gospel. Their rejection of the
Gospel gave opportunity for salvation to be extended to the
Gentiles. But from the standpoint of their being God's chosen
nation—they remain beloved, not by merit, but because of the
promises made to the Fathers. His promises to Israel are
imrevocable (metamelomai—a verb that means “to repent one’s
self.” The prefixed preposition “*meta” here signifies a change of
mind. The gifts of God are not subject to a change of mind on His
part, He will not change His mind regarding His chosen people,
the Jews, and their God-ordained mission and destiny. God uses
the disobedience of one group to extend mercy to the other, and
ultimately, He will extend His mercy to both. Both are “shut up” in
disobedience (synkleid) on all sides, so that they cannot escape.
By putting both Jew and Gentile in the category of “disobedient,”
God removes any grounds for human boasting. The only way for
salvation is through Him, and His mercy is the only solution.

The Doxology

In 33-36, Paul expresses his praise to God through a doxology
(doxologia, from doxa (glory) and logos (to speak), a short
formula expressing praise to God. Paul highlights the richness,
wisdom, and knowledge of God. He acknowledges that God's
judgments are unsearchable and His ways (hodos) are beyond
human understanding, and thus He deserves all the glory. Paul
quotes Isaiah 40:13 teaching that no human being knows the
mind of the Lord apart from revelation, and no one may serve as
God's advisor. Likewise, he quotes Job 41:11, reminding us that no
one ultimately gives anything to God. Instead, everything we
have is a gift from God (1 Cor 4:7). Paul concludes this section
with v. 36: since all things are from God, and through God, and for
God, He deserves all the glory forever. God’s saving plan brings
him great honor, praise, and glory, forever and ever, amen!

Key Greek Words

OULYKAEi® (synkleio) “shut up” -
to shut up together, to hem in;
to enclose, to band under a
sweeping senfence, to imprison
together

Babog (bathos) “depth” -
deep water, fullness,
abundance, immensity, an
exireme degree, deep-laid
plans, knowledge that is
profound

mAolTog (ploutos) “riches” -
wealth, opulence, those rich
benefits and abundant
blessings which flow from God
or Christ,

yvoig (gnosis) “knowledge” -
knowledge of a special kind
and high character, particularly
in respect of Christian
enlightenment

avegepadvnrog
(anexeraunétos)
“unsearchable” - incapable of
human explanation, impossible
to find the end or discover the
depth

avegixviaoTtog (anexichniastos)
“unfathomable” - a frack which
cannot be explored,
incomprehensible, the way to
the mystery, impossible to plot,
tfravel, or trace

0606¢ (hodos) “ways" - road or
journey, means of access,
approach, entrance, course,
systematic course of pursuit,
course of action or conduct
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Questions

Fill in the blank:

1. In Romans 11:26b-27, Paul states that the deliverer (Jesus) will come from Zion and banish
from "Jacob."

2. Jacobis the name for the nation that often represents Israel in her and

state.

3. From the standpoint of the Gospel, the maijority of the Jews were

4. From the standpoint of their being God's chosen nation—they remain .

5. By putting both Jew and Gentile in the category of “disobedient,” God removes any grounds

for

Greek word matching:

English Greek
1. mystery 1. bathos
2. depth 2. doxologia
3. ways 3. anexeraunétos
4. unsearchable 4. mystérion
5. doxology 5. hodos
Multiple Choice

1. Regarding the mystery (musterion) of Israel’s salvation:
a. lIsrael's partial hardening is temporary
b. Paul wants the church his readers to understand it, and not be arrogant
c. Once the fullness of the Gentiles comes to salvation, all Israel will be saved
d. All of the above
2. Paul's doxology
a. Highlights the richness, wisdom, and knowledge of God
b. Tells us no one can know the mind of God apart from the revelation He gives
c. Reminds us that no person can serve as God's advisor
d. All of the above

Memory work: Write our Romans 11:34
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